Religious Education

Intent:

Our world is enriched by a wide and profound diversity of cultures and beliefs. Human beings are strengthened and
empowered by learning from each other. Engaging and stimulating RE helps to nurture informed and resilient
responses to misunderstanding, stereotyping and division. It offers a place of integrity and security within which
difficult or ‘risky’ questions can be tackled within a safe but challenging context. Religious education contributes
dynamically to children and young people’s education in schools by provoking challenging questions about meaning and
purpose in life, beliefs about God, ultimate reality, issues of right and wrong and what it means to be human.

In RE pupils discover, explore and consider different answers to these questions, in local, national and global contexts,
through learning about and from religions and other world views. They learn to appraise the value of wisdom from
different sources, to develop and express their insights in response, and to agree or disagree respectfully.

Teaching, at Marsden Infant and Nursery School, equips pupils with knowledge and understanding of a range of
religions and other world views, enabling them to develop their ideas, values and identities. It should develop in pupils
an aptitude for dialogue so that they can participate positively in society with its diverse understanding of life from
religious and other world views.

Pupils gain and deploy the skills needed to understand, interpret and evaluate texts, sources of wisdom and authority
and other evidence. They will learn to articulate clearly and coherently their personal beliefs, ideas, values and
experiences while respecting the right of others to differ.

At Marsden Infant School, we follow the Kirklees Agreed Syllabus for RE. The syllabus is designed around six
learning pathways. These have been developed from ‘Big Ideas’ and act as the framework for sequencing
learning in religion and worldviews at all key stages from age 5 to 18.

The Learning Pathways are:

Pathway 1: The Nature of Religion and Belief

Pathway 2: Expressing Belief

Pathway 3: A Good Life

Pathway 4: Personal Journey

Pathway 5: Influence and Authority

Pathway 6: The Big Picture

Our RE curriculum focuses on Christianity as well as learning about other religions such as Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism and
Buddhism, however other religions can be focussed on in line with particular events e.g. celebrations. Other religious
and non-religious beliefs may be introduced beyond the defined faiths.

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in religious Education, we implement a curriculum that develops
skills throughout the whole school and build upon knowledge from year to year.

Teaching of knowledge, skills and understanding is detailed on a curriculum from Nursery to Year 2.

Children in EYFS use all their senses to begin to learn about religion and worldviews through special people, books,
times, places, and objects. Opportunities for children to gain first-hand experience of religious beliefs and practices are
woven into the curriculum by handling religious artefacts, meeting people from faith communities where possible and
visiting places of worship.

In KS1 teaching is built around developing knowledge and understanding along the six pathways for learning. This is
linked to substantive knowledge about religions/worldviews.

Religious Education is sometimes linked to other subjects across the curriculum, children have the opportunity to
explore and question at a greater depth.

Impact:
Children at Marsden Infant and Nursery School are equipped with skills knowledge and understanding that will enable

them to be ready for the curriculum at Key Stage 2 ad life as an adult in the wider world. There is evidence of learning
and progression in children’s topic books. Evidence to support children’s learning can also be seen through assemblies,
festivals and local community events.

Pupils are confident to communicate their ideas and beliefs as well as discuss any challenging questions.

Assessment is continuous throughout the teaching and learning of RE and is monitored using assessment sheets after
competing a unit.



