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Our Mission Statement: Learning Together, Learning for Life
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“All children deserve the care and support they need to have the best start in life. Children learn and develop at a faster rate from birth to five years old than at any other time in their lives, so their experiences in early years have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe, and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high-quality early learning provide the foundation children need to fulfil their potential.”

  Early Years Framework 2026
1. Our Aim

The overarching aim of the Early Years Foundation Stage is to help young children stay safe, be healthy, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution, and achieve economic well-being by providing:
· quality and consistency, so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind
· a secure foundation that creates learning and development opportunities that are planned around the interests and needs of the children, informed by regular assessments and reviews
· partnership working between practitioners, parents, and carers
· equality of opportunity ensuring that there is no discrimination and every child is included and supported

The guiding principles which shape our practice are grouped into four distinct but complementary themes:
· A Unique Child
· Positive Relationships
· Enabling Environments
· Learning and Development

2. Curriculum

At Marsden I & N School we recognise that every child is unique. We understand that children develop in individual ways and at varying rates. We want our children to be independent, self- motivated, critical thinkers, and risk-takers.

The foundation stage classes (Nursery and Reception) follow the curriculum as outlined in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) document, which is available at:  https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2

This document defines what we teach and details the specifics of our setting and school.
The EYFS framework includes seven areas of learning and development, all of which are important and included in the curriculum taught. There are three prime areas, which underpin all of the basics and support the other more specific areas of the curriculum.
The three Prime Areas of Learning and Development Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This focuses on building relationships, self-regulation, and managing self. This is critical for very young children in all aspects of their lives and gives them the best opportunity for success in all other areas of learning.

Communication and Language
This encourages developing competence in listening, attention and understanding, and speaking.
Developing children’s vocabulary is at the heart of everything that we do.

Physical Development
This focuses on developing the child’s gross motor and fine motor skills.

The Specific Areas of Learning and Development
Literacy
This focuses on developing children’s reading and writing skills. Children are taught phonics, rhymes, and daily writing throughout the EYFS. We use Little Wandle Letters and Sounds (LWLS) systematic synthetic phonics programme in Reception and LWLS Foundations in phonics in Nursery. We use Drawing Club because it boosts language and vocabulary by introducing children to rich, exciting new words each week.  It sparks imagination and engagement, builds fine motor skills to encourage purposeful pencil control and drawing practice before transitioning naturally into writing sentences.


Mathematics
This focuses on learning numbers and numerical patterns through practical activities and concrete materials. We use Maths Mastery and White Rose Maths, programmes of study to teach children maths and to speak in full sentences when answering. We know that to be successful mathematicians children need to have a deep understanding of number sense.

Understanding of the World
This aims to develop children’s knowledge and understanding of their environment through learning about people, culture and communities, past and present, and the natural world. It forms the foundation for later work in Science, History, RE, and Geography. We know that teaching and understanding key vocabulary and exploring those basic concepts allows for knowledge building in Key Stage 1.

Expressive Arts and Design
This develops children’s imagination and his/her ability to be imaginative and express ideas and feelings in creative ways. It incorporates exploring and creating with colour and material. Creativity is fundamental to successful learning. We know that it forms the foundation for later work in Art and Design and Technology.

3. Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE)
While formal Relationship and Sex education (RSE) is not statutory for EYFS, the Revised RSE Guidance (DfE, 2025) requires schools to lay the foundations for healthy relationships and protective behaviours. At Marsden I & N School we teach PSHE through Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED). We use SCARF and focus on: -
· Recognising emotions
· Building healthy relationships
· Understanding boundaries and consent in an age-appropriate context
· Staying safe (including online safety)
We know that children who are able to understand and articulate their feelings develop into confident, happy and resilient children.

4. Characteristics of Effective Learning

Through regular observations, we will discover children’s interests and assess what children know.
Also fundamental to our practice is assessing how children learn and their attitudes to learning. We assess this using the Characteristics of Effective Learning, which are:

a) Playing and exploring – engagement
Children investigate and experience things and events around them and ‘have a go’.

b) Active learning – motivation
Children concentrate and keep trying when they achieve and overcome challenges

c) Creating and thinking critically – thinking
Children have and develop their own ideas, make links between different experiences, and develop strategies for solving problems.

4. Planning

Through planning, teachers ensure there is a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities across the day. During child-initiated activities, the adult’s role is to show an interest in the children’s ideas, build conversation, facilitate learning, share ideas, and model different skills. Such interaction with the children is essential as this helps to build the children’s understanding and therefore guides new learning.

5. Direct Teaching

Throughout the day, children participate in various activities taught by a teacher. In Nursery and Reception, these sessions include; phonics, writing, maths, story time, and rhyme time. All taught sessions are planned and tailored using children’s prior knowledge, skills, and abilities. Planning is changed and tailored regularly in response to the result of taught sessions, both within and at the end of, ensuring all teaching and learning is relevant and challenging for each child.

6. Reading

Throughout the EYFS children have daily opportunities to listen to and join in with stories. Teachers instill a love of reading by carefully matching high-quality texts to the curriculum and children’s current interests. Phonics is taught every day right from Nursey, with children learning to discriminate sounds in the environment. Children in Reception read from books that match their phonics knowledge. Teachers and Teaching Assistants provide additional daily practice for children who are not making expected progress. Children are identified swiftly and therefore interventions are timely and effective using Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised Systematic Synthetic Phonic Programme and assessing children half termly.  

7. Learning Through Play

At Marsden I & N School, we value the importance of play in a child’s development and believe that children learn best from activities and experiences that they and others have initiated. Our learning environments reflect our EYFS curriculum and children’s ongoing interests. Children have opportunities to extend, practice and begin to embed the skills they have learned during direct teaching.

· They develop ideas and learn how to control themselves, understanding the need for rules.
· They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children, as well as on their own.
· They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems.
· They express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and safe situations.
· They play with ideas in different situations and with a variety of resources, allowing them to discover connections and come to new and better understandings and ways of doing things.

Adults support children to think critically and creatively. They encourage children to make connections by showing a genuine interest in children’s learning. They offer encouragement, clarify ideas, and ask open-ended questions. Children access resources freely and move them around the classroom to extend their learning. Through continuous professional development teachers directed

to use research and educational evidence to enhance their practice. We use the SHREC model for enhanced opportunities for communication through questioning, listening and responding.

8. Assessment, Recording, and Reporting of Progress

Teachers assess children upon entry into the school and at the end of each term. The Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA) is administered within the first four weeks of starting Reception.
Assessment occurs throughout taught sessions, as well as during free flow times when children are embedding and extending previous learning.
In addition to the statutory baseline adults observe children during learning activities and capture evidence using written notes, questioning, conversations and photographs.
Our literacy curriculum assists adults in assessing and supporting children’s language development. Teachers share weekly children’s learning through Class Dojo with parents. They have opportunities to discuss their child during planned consultations held in the autumn and spring term. For children who have been identified as having some additional needs through our assessments, information shared by parents or previous child care settings further discussions are scheduled with parents.
Such meetings are vital for class teachers, SEND lead and parents to be able to build a detailed picture for each child to allow school to offer enhanced support in addition to quality first teaching. If a child is on our SEND register correct paperwork is shared and explain so next steps can be actioned.

A detailed report is provided at the end of the academic year.

9. Special Educational Needs and Inclusion

At Marsden I & N School we value the diversity of all children at our school. We believe that all our children matter. We give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences when planning for their learning. Assessments and teacher observations are used to identify children who may have specific needs within the first half term following admission. Results of assessments are used to ensure that an enhanced graduated approach is offered to such children to meet their needs. For more information, we have a Special Educational Needs and Inclusion Policy which is available on the school’s website.

10. Safeguarding and Children’s Welfare

Children learn best when they are happy, safe, and feel secure. We aim to ensure this through the continuous development of positive relationships between children and staff as well as relationships with their peers.

We follow the safeguarding and welfare requirements detailed in the Early Years Foundation Stage Guidance. Our school has rigorous safeguarding and welfare procedures that identify anyone at risk of harm and follow clear procedures for reporting any concerns. Safeguarding is everyone's responsibility. In line with Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) and the EYFS Framework, staff are trained in safeguarding and are vigilant. 

The EYFS follows a rigorous collection procedure to ensure the safe collection and dropping off of all children. 

All staff, helpers and volunteers undergo Enhanced DBS checks and safeguarding training and all teachers working in EYFS are trained paediatric first aiders. 

It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. We aim to teach children that, in society
as in a classroom, there is a need for boundaries, rules, and limits which we all need to adhere to

help us to stay safe. We aim to teach children to be consciously aware of their feelings and the feelings of others. We also aim to teach our children to take risks whilst learning and how to recognise and avoid hazards. Should accidents occur an emergency contact form is completed for all children on entry into school, which includes medical, personal, and social details. All accidents on school premises are recorded on the school's medical tracker and parents are informed.

It is the responsibility of the parent/carer to administer any prescribed medication that their child needs, however if a child should require medication at school the EYFS follows the whole school
‘Supporting Pupils with Medical Needs Policy’ in regards to the administration of medicine and
lotions.

We ensure there are suitable hygienic changing facilities for children who are still in nappies. Children’s privacy is considered and balanced with safeguarding and support needs when changing nappies and toileting.  Please refer to the Intimate Care Policy.

The school adheres to the new sleeping arrangements (1st September 2026) for babies and children.  Where a child may become tired and sleepy, they will be placed on their backs, in a safe calm area and frequently checked in accordance with the safer sleeping requirements.  

The school adheres to food and drink requirements for children following the Early Years Foundation Stage nutrition guidance.  Children are carefully monitored when eating snack in the classroom and when eating either a school meal or packed lunch in the dining hall.  The school is a “nut free school” to support children with nut allergies.  Dietary information is obtained from parents prior to children starting in the setting.

11. Induction

Parents of children who are offered a place in the foundation stage are invited to a short induction meeting. Parents will be given information about their child’s class, staff, uniform, and general routines. All children (including those new to the school) will be invited to visit their new class before they start. Entry to our Nursery is the term after their third birthday. Entry can be September, January and April.

12. Partnership with Parents and Carers

The school recognises the importance of establishing effective relationships with parents/carers to ensure that children achieve their full potential. Parental involvement is actively encouraged. Staff ensure that parents are well informed about the curriculum their child is experiencing through newsletters and the class dojo app. Staff take the opportunity at the end of the day to talk to parents about significant achievements or any concerns
Throughout the year, parents are invited to attend workshops that help support their child’s development at home, assemblies and many other school events to share and celebrate their learning.

Our Home school agreement is shared with parents at the first parent consultation of the year.

13. Equal Opportunities

Staff ensure that all children have equal access to the curriculum. They will be encouraged to respect similarities and differences within cultures other than their own. The school seeks to develop tolerance and concern for others.

14. Monitoring

The Early Years Leader is responsible for the monitoring of this policy. Areas for development will be incorporated into the School Improvement Plan as necessary.
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