
KS1  

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pathway One: Nature of 
religion and belief 
We are surrounded by 
distinctive 
things that are very important 
to people. Some of these are 
called ‘precious’, 'sacred' or 
'holy'. People belonging to the 
same religion/worldview may 
have different 'holy' or 
important 
things and express their 
beliefs in different ways. 

 
C1.1: What does it mean to 
belong to a community of 
belief? 
This is a Pathway 1 unit, 

looking at the nature of 

religion and belief. In this 

unit pupils will learn about 

what it means to belong 

to a community, including 

a religious community.  

They will learn what they 

might see in a religious 

building, and what people 

do when they go there.  

They will begin to 

understand that there are 

similarities and 

differences between 

places of worship, within 

and between faith 

communities.  They will 

learn that places of 

worship are sacred places 

for the people who go 

there.   
 
 

Nativity 
The Christmas story 
 
To know the meaning 
behind why we have 
Christmas celebrations and 
retell the Christmas story. 

Pathway Two: Expressing 
Beliefs 
People often give words different 
meanings when they are trying to 
express what is most important 
to them. Many people also use 
symbols to express important 
ideas. We need to interpret these 
words and symbols to find out 
what they mean. 

 
C1.2 How are symbols used to 
welcome new life? 
In this Pathway Two unit on 

expressing beliefs, pupils will 

explore how symbols are 

used when welcoming new 

life. They will study initiation 

rites from Christianity, Islam 

and Sikhism including infant 

baptism, the naam karan and 

the aqiqah and be aware that 

there are other rituals and 

ceremonies as well, including 

non-religious ceremonies. 

They will discover the 

symbolic food, objects and 

practices that can be used 

when welcoming new babies 

into communities. Pupils will 

be given the opportunity to 

reflect on the concepts of 

wishes and promises. They 

will compare and contrast 

different approaches to 

welcoming new life. 

 

 

Pathway Three: A good life 
Most religions / worldviews introduce children to stories from 
the lives of their exemplary people as examples of the 
qualities and characteristics they might try to achieve. They 
also teach about specific actions that are right and wrong 
and about good and bad attitudes. 

 
 
C1.3 How can we make good choices? 
This is a Pathway 3 unit looking at ‘A Good Life’.  The unit 

of work explores how people always face moral choices. 

It starts with a consideration of what makes a happy 

classroom, and why rules are important. Pupils then 

study moral codes from Christianity, Judaism and Islam 

including the Ten Commandments and the Five Pillars 

and the ways in which Sikhs, Buddhists and Hindus make 

good choices.     They also look at non-religious stories 

and how these exemplify some guidelines for life. They 

are invited to respond by considering what would make 

the best rules for life.   
 
 

Pathway 4: Personal 
Journey. Pupils will learn 
about the views of different 
religions/worldviews regarding 
the origins of the world and 
the place of human beings in 
it.   
F1.13 What do 
religions/worldviews say 
about our wonderful 
world? 
This unit follows Pathway 4: 
Personal Journey. Pupils will 
learn about the views of 
different religions/worldviews 
regarding the origins of the 
world and the place of human 
beings in it.  The unit will 
focus on considering the ways 
in which religious and non-
religious individuals and 
organisations show care and 
concern for the planet. This 
unit places the foundations for 
a later unit Lower KS2:  
FL2.11 How do creation 
stories help people 
understand the world? 

 

 



Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 2  Pathway 4: Personal Journey. 
Pupils will learn about the views 
of different religions/worldviews 
regarding the origins of the 
world and the place of human 
beings in it.   
 
C1.4 How and why do 
some people pray? 
This is a Pathway 4 unit 

based on Personal 

Journey. It aims to 

develop an 

understanding of the 

importance of prayer 

to those who belong to 

different religious 

communities.  It 

explores how prayer 

and meditation might 

make people wonder 

at the world and ask 

big questions about 

life. It includes 

reference to examples 

of amazing experiences 

such as Daniel in the 

lion’s den. The unit will 

be enhanced by 

introducing pupils to 

people who are happy 

to be questioned about 

their experience of 

prayer.   

 

Christmas Nativity 
To know the meaning 
behind why we have 
Christmas celebrations 
and retell the 
Christmas story. 

Pathway 5: looking at 
influence and authority. 
 
C1.5 Why are festivals 
important? 
This is a Pathway 5 unit 

looking at influence and 

authority. It allows pupils 

to consider the concept 

of celebration. It links a 

number of ideas 

together: the ways in 

which we celebrate 

special events and how 

religions mark festival 

days. It will help develop 

pupils’ understanding of 

celebrations, including 

religious festivals. It 

includes a study of 

Harvest festival, Eid ul 

Fitr, Sukkot, Diwali and 

Bandi Chhor Divas. Pupils 

are enabled to respond 

and reflect by creating 

their own class 

celebration. 

 

Pathway 6: The Big Picture 
Human beings, including groups of religious people, tell 
stories that help them grapple with 
some of the big questions of life. 
 

C1.6 Which books and stories and important? 
This is a Pathway 6 unit looking at The Big 

Picture. Religions and worldviews provide 

comprehensive accounts of how and why the 

world is as it is. These accounts are sometimes 

called ‘grand narratives’. They seek to answer 

the big questions about the universe and the 

nature of humanity. These narratives are usually 

based on approaches to life, texts or traditions, 

which are taken to be authoritative. People 

interpret and understand these texts and 

traditions in different ways.  

 

Pathway 6: The Big Picture 
Human beings, including 
groups of religious people, 
tell stories that help them 
grapple with 
some of the big questions of 
life. 

F1.14 How do bible 
stories show that God 
keeps promises? 
This unit helps 

children develop 

their understanding 

of how Christians 

interpret messages 

about God through 

stories of the Old  

Testament. Children 

will learn about 

prophets as 

messengers and how 

Christians are guided 

by them in 

answering big 

questions about 

choices, forgiveness 

and trust. Children 

will retell and 

respond to stories 

through art work, 

drama and dance. 

The unit builds up to 

the birth of Jesus as 

the fulfilment of the 

promises made in 

Old Testament. 

 


