
How we encourage a love of 
reading at Marsden Infant and 

Nursery School



At Marsden Infant and Nursery School, we believe that all our children 
can become fluent readers and writers.

We value reading as a crucial life skill and we provide a wide range of 
reading opportunities through the curriculum to actively encourage our 
children to read. By the time our children leave us, they read 
confidently for meaning and purpose. We equip our children with the 
tools to tackle unfamiliar vocabulary. We encourage our children to see 
themselves as readers for both pleasure and purpose.

Throughout the academic school year we look for opportunities to 
promote reading through competitions, reading homework activities, 
author visits, poetry sessions, World Book Day and library visits.



Our School Library

Our school reading area is stocked 
with a wide range of fiction, non-
fiction and poetry books.

We have reading ambassadors 
who promote our library, change 
the book displays and categorise 
and restock books.  They 
recommend new books and 
authors to their class friends.



Classroom reading areas

Each classroom has a reading area 
for children to access books to 
read during the day.  

These areas are stocked with 
books to support their learning 
across the curriculum and are 
changed half termly.



Repeated Texts

Each year group has a reading spine, a set of high quality texts that 
have been carefully chosen.   These stories are repeatedly read 
throughout the year either at story time or in literacy lessons.  Our 
children love to revisit these books time and time again!



Nursery Reading Spine



Reception Reading Spine



Reading Spine Year 1



Reading Spine Year 2
Pumpkin Soup 
Fantastic Mr Fox 
Gorilla 
Flat Stanley
The Owl who was afraid of the Dark 
Who’s afraid of the big bad Book 
Emily Brown and the Thing 
Traction Man is here 
Not Now Bernard 
Meerkat Mail 
The Giraffe and the Pelly and me 
Willa and Old Miss Annie

The Hodgeheg 
Tuesday 
Amazing Grace
The Flower
Dr Xargles Book of Earthlets –
Frog and Toad together –
Crazy Mayonnaisy Mum
Heard it in the Playground
The Works-KS1
First Poetry Book



World Book Day
We celebrate world book day, dressing up,

reading, celebrating authors and raising

money to update and restock our catologue

of books through bounce for books. 



Author Visits

We work with our local bookshop 

to secure author visits.



ERIC and DEAR opportunities to read.

Everyone read in class!

Drop everything and read!



Storytime

• Children are read to by adult daily at Marsden Infant and Nursery School at the end of the 
school day. This is a time for children to hear a wide range of stories that have been 
carefully selected.   Teachers are expert readers and so, in reading aloud to children they 
are:

• Modelling fluency and expression.

• exposing children to wider vocabulary and sentences structures.

• exposing and promoting a wide range of books and authors.

• helping create memories!


